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ence to, and godless contempt for, moral judgments and values which we call complete scientific "objectivity." Populations may be transplanted like carrots, and the "World Island" may be cut up, examined, and redisposed to the advantage of the expanding state like a melon. Whether a few dozen school children have to be bombed or a million inhabitants slaughtered in the process is unworthy of the concern of such globe-cutters. It is exactly that detachment from human values, that mechanistic concept of physical forces determining human events, and that "naturalistic" view of the human world as a jungle which give it its scientific character.
It is particularly unfortunate that not only does geopolitics arrogate to itself the attitude and terminology of a natural science, but that it is known as German science. I cannot say that the Americans have exactly an inferiority complex with regard to German science. American cameras are probably as good as German cameras, and the American bomb sight is just a damn sight better than the German bomb sight. Nevertheless, German science has always enjoyed a high prestige, for which American academic circles show great respect. German influence in American universities in certain branches of study, as, for instance, in the teaching of literature, is to be deplored and still weighs heavily on our post-graduate schools. The fact that geopolitics goes under the name of German science immediately commands the respect of certain American professors and soon finds it a host of camp followers.
Life reported at the end of 1942: "This year some 1,500 courses in geopolitics are being given in United States colleges. On campuses all over the country musty old geographers are blossoming out as shiny new geo-politicians." But there are also first-class minds among American geopoliticians, like President Isaiah Bowman,